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10 WAYS TO HELP DOGS DURING THE HOLIDAYS
How to make a difference in your own dog's life or the lives of dogs in need this holiday season.

Does seeing a down-and-out dog make you want to take him home?
Well, if you can provide a loving home for an orphaned dog, do it.

But if you can't take Fido into your home, don't despair. So many
ways exist to help dogs, from taking good care of your own dog, to
collecting donations for your local shelter. Here are 10 ways you
can help a dog in need during the season of giving.

1. Adopt a dog. Check with local shelters and rescue groups to find
a dog who needs a good home. Remember, welcoming a dog into
your home is the beginning of a long-term commitment. It's a
wonderful act of love; just be sure you can back it up by being a
responsible pet owner.

2. Foster a furry friend. Help puppies and dogs who need
temporary homes. Some need socializing to prepare them for
adoption; some have medical needs that require special attention;
and others may be expecting a litter or may have just given birth
and need privacy away from a shelter. Fostering is a great way to
make a difference in many dogs lives — and in your own.

3. Volunteer. Your local shelters and dog-friendly organizations
need lots of help. You could do anything from cleaning kennels and
walking dogs to office work and helping with fundraising activities.

4. Train for obedience. Do your dog a favor and train him. It can
be fun for the dog and the trainer, and it reinforces the bond
between the two. Teaching your dog what is expected of him
prevents problems for everyone.

5. Have fun. Play with your dog, pet him, walk him and even give
him massages. If your dog is a hound, for example, give him extra
time to follow interesting scents on your next walk together. These
experiences make for a happy dog and strengthen the bond
between owner and pet.

6. Get him fixed. If you're not a serious breeder, spay or neuter
your puppy. Spaying or neutering your dog can prevent some
health problems, such as certain cancers. It is one of the best
decisions you can make for your pet's well-being. Ask your vet
about its benefits and the best time to schedule the procedure.

7. Visit the vet regularly. Vets check for major health problems and
develop a program of preventive care, including a series of
vaccinations, for your pet. Your dog's doc can help you keep your
dog healthy with advice and information. And when a problem
arises, you'll be glad your vet is just a phone call away.

8. Take care of his teeth. Dogs with gum disease can lose more than
a tooth. Bacteria travel through the bloodstream, compromising the
dogs overall health. So, take good care of your doggie's teeth. Bad
breath could be an early warning sign of gum problems. Ask your
vet how to brush your dog's teeth at home and arrange for regular
checkups. If plaque has already built up on your dog's teeth, or his
gums are raw or bleeding, see the vet right away.

9. Donate to a dog-friendly organization. Check with your local
shelters, Humane Society or the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals, to name a few. Ask for their wish lists, so you know what
they need. Then, plan a themed party and ask all the guests to
bring something from the list. Some generous kids have asked for
donations instead of gifts for their own birthday parties. Some
adults have hosted birthday parties for their own animals, asking
guests to bring donations as gifts. Be creative! Think fun! You'll be
glad you did.

10. Report cruelty. If you see a dog being abused or neglected,
report it to authorities.

Resource: Wwww.dogchannel .com

NEWLY OPENED
A-WAY TO WAG CANINE LEARNING CENTER

Nathan's A-way to Wag is a combination training facility, private day school (daycare) and boarding camp for all our canine
friends. Located in Tempe, this unique canine learning center contains 5,500 square feet of air-conditioned indoor and mist-
cooled, outdoor canine playground. Our mission is to provide a place where your dog can receive training for positive social
behavior, curb destructive habits and improve overall canine manners without added costs. Drop your pet off for full-day school
or an overnight camp experience. Call 480-838-1517 for more information or visit our website at www.A-wayToWag.com.
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